Resolution in Support of Propositions 1A through 1F 

California Community Colleges
WHEREAS, the Legislature and Governor grappled with an unprecedented downturn in the California economy which resulted in a record $42 billion dollar budget shortfall; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature and Governor ultimately crafted an 18 month budget predicated upon new revenues, expenditures reductions, new borrowing and voter approval of a package of budget reform proposals; and

WHEREAS, the budget solutions negotiated by the Legislature and Governor require the voters to approve a package of ballot measures to ensure long term fiscal stability for California; and

WHEREAS, the approval of the package will increase stability in the state’s spending and provide more certainty for community colleges and other state programs; and

WHEREAS, the budget reform measures include a mechanism to establish a “rainy day” fund in order to avoid drastic budget reductions when revenues fall in the future; and 

WHEREAS, the package of ballot measures establishes a mechanism to reasonably repay $9.3 billion to K-14 education to ensure lost quality and access caused by the budget crisis is restored, including an estimated $1 billion for community colleges; and

WHEREAS, the 2009-10 enacted budget assumes $5.8 billion of solutions included in the package of ballot propositions is ratified by the California voters; and

WHEREAS, if voters do not approve the package, the enacted budget will be out of balance by $5.8 billion and may result in a $319 million dollar reduction of Proposition 98 resources to community colleges; and

WHEREAS, California’s community colleges are serving the highest level of enrollments ever, driven by record high school graduates, soaring unemployment, returning veterans, and the redirection of students from UC/CSU; and

WHEREAS, California’s community colleges are currently serving more than 100,000 students for whom the state is not providing funding; and

WHEREAS, California Community Colleges unfunded enrollments in the current year are exacerbated by local revenue shortfalls in property taxes, enrollments fees and insufficient funding for the state’s share of per-student funding; and

WHEREAS, California Community Colleges need secure and stable funding to assist in California’s economic recovery; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the _______________District supports Propositions 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E, and 1F on the May 19, 2009 statewide ballot.

